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October 2011
1 Have a contest— 

how many words 
can you make from 
the letters in the word 
OCTOBER?

2  Talk with your 
child about resolv-

ing conflicts without  
violence.

3 Be creative in the 
kitchen. See who 

can invent the  
greatest-tasting new 
pizza topping.

4  Learn about
special events at 

your child’s school. 
Make plans to attend 
at least one.

5 Start a project with 
your child, such as 

repairing or building 
something.

6  Discuss a contro-
versial issue with 

your child. Ask, “What 
do you think?”

7 Schedule regular 
trips to the library. 

Have a box or bas-
ket where you keep 
library books so fines 
don’t accumulate.

8 Today, have your 
child teach you 

something she needs to 
learn for homework. It’s 
a great way to rein-
force learning.

9 Take your child out 
for breakfast, or 

serve a favorite break-
fast at home. Make this 
a regular habit.

10  It’s Columbus 
Day. Learn 

something new about 
Columbus’ voyages.

11 As baseball 
season winds 

down, play math facts 
baseball. Each answer 
your child gets right is 
a “base hit.”

12 Mention how 
something you 

studied in school has 
helped you at work. 

13 Talk about 
honesty and 

why it is so important. 
Find examples of  
people who demon-
strate honesty.

14  Test your obser-
vation skills. Can 

you describe someone 
you just passed on the 
street? Challenge each 
other!

15 Take a walk 
late tonight and 

look at the sky. Can 
your child pick out 
any constellations?

16 Encourage 
your child to 

participate in school 
computer classes or 
activities.

17 List 10 of your 
child’s successes 

this week. List 10 of 
your own. Post the list 
where you can both 
see it.

18 When your child 
studies for a 

test, have him start at 
a different place in his 
notes every time. 

19With your child, 
fill in calendar 

blanks with weather 
reports, birthdays, spe-
cial activities or notes 
to each other.

20 Ask your child 
who her role 

models are and why. 
You may learn some-
thing new about her.

21 Decide on a 
location any-

where in the world. 
Take turns telling one 
thing you would like 
to see there.

22 Have your 
child solve silly 

math problems, such 
as “How many hours 
until your birthday?”

23 Have dinner 
by candlelight 

tonight.
24 Teach your child 

a card game. 25 It’s Hunger 
Awareness 

Month. Plan something 
your family can do to 
reduce hunger in your 
town or the world.

26 Think about the 
rules you have 

for your child. Are 
they appropriate for 
his age?

27 It’s Teddy 
Roosevelt’s 

birthday. Look up facts 
about this president 
and protector of the 
environment.

28  Tell your child 
about your 

day—in as much detail 
as you’d like to hear 
about her day.

29 Some time 
today, exchange 

notes instead of talk-
ing. (This also works 
when things get 
noisy!)
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30  Take a walk  
with your child 

today.
31 Encourage your 

child to draw a 
self-portrait.
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